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OUTCOME OF MARTEAT TORS 


Nominations were held during the spring of the year, and the following members 
of the ACPA were nominated for office, and have signified their acceptance of the nom- 


ination: 


For President-Elect For Board of Directors 


Dr. Salvatore G. DiMichael Dr. Frank J. Kobler 
Rev. Vincent V. Herr, S.J. Sr. Annette Walters 
Dr. William A. Kelly ' Dr. Virginia M. Staudt 


Since according to the constitution election ballots are to be mailed out two 
‘months prior to the annual meeting, and since certain details relative to the meeting 
have delayed the publication of the July NEWSLETTER, the election ballots were mailed 
‘separately to all constituent members early in July. 


4 The Board of Directors at their spring meeting voted to propose to the constitu- 
ent membership, at the time of the ballot on the election of officers, an amended ex- 
‘pression of purpose of the Association. It was noted that the statement of purpose had 
‘been a compromise at the time of its adoption and had never served to express with suf- 
ficient clarity the objectives of the Association. It seemed that the aims of the Asso- 
‘ciation could now be expressed more adequately in view of the experience of the five 
years during which the Constitution has been in operation. 
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The proposed amendment would read as follows: 


The purpose of this Association shall be two-fold: (1) to interpret to Catholics 
the meaning of modern psychology and to advance its acceptance in Catholic circles 
and (2) to work toward the gh ate a of psychology with Catholic thought and 
practice. 

" 

ry _ he outcome of the election of officers and the vote upon the proposed amendment 
will be announced at the annual meeting. 


SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING 


a 
{ 
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The annual meeting of the Association, as announced in the May issue of the NEWS- 
‘LETTER, will be held in Cleveland, Ohio, on Sunday, September sixth. Through the cour- 
tesy of Monsignor Robert B. Navin, President, we have been offered the hospitality of 
‘St. John College for our meeting. St. John College is located at Cathedral Square, a 
Bessssnce of only three or four blocks from the Hotel Cleveland, the APA convention head- 
quarters. The accessibility of this location is an obvious advantage, and we are for- 
_tunate to have been able to conclude these arrangements. For the details of the local 
ran nts, we are indebted to the efficient work of Mr.Charles D. Ferraro. The gen- 
ral program has been made possible only through the untiring efforts of the chairman 

of our Committee on Program, Rev.. James F. Moynihan, S.J. 


(1) Program for the meeting -- Enclosed with this issue of the NEWSLETTER is a 


re 


program of the meeting. You will notice that q 
are this year experimenting with a dinner meet- 
ing, the first time we have attempted this 
ment. Such a proposal has been made before, bi 
was always rejected because it was felt that it 
would make the presence of the Sisters difficul 
or impossible. On more adequate investigation, 
however, we find that there is apparently no di 
culty in ending with a dinner at that time of t 
year, which is scheduled to begin at six o'cloc 
and will be concluded before eight. The geners 
plan, therefore, calls for the start of the mee 
ing at one o'clock, ending with dinner at six. 
We shall this year also have another first in 
the matter of a presidential address, which wil 
be given at the dinner. With this arrangement, 
our members will be able to attend the APA sessions on Sunday morning, and again Sunday © 
evening, if there is any session then which they would find attractive. Those who are nc 
in a hurry to leave may remain, and use the occasion to become better acquainted amid les 
hectic surrounding than those that obtain at the APA headquarters. 
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(2) Dinner-reservations -- It will be evident that the cooperation of our members 
will be more necessary this year in making reservations, since a dinner instead of a 
luncheon is involved. Friday, September fourth, is the deadline for the receipt of dinne 
reservations. Your cooperation, however, in making your reservations early is earnestly 
sought and will be very much appreciated. Members of the Association will find a reserve 
tion card for the dinner enclosed with this issue of the NEWSLETTER. Guests will be wel- 
come, both at the meeting, and at the dinner. If, however, you plan to bring a guest to 
the dinner with you, it will be necessary for you to make a reservation beforehand. You 
can do this, of course, when you send in your own reservation card. An invitation to 
attend our meeting and the dinner is also extended to the NEWSLETTER subscribers. They 
can make dinner reservations by dropping a post card to: 


Mr. Charles D. Ferraro 
14611 Clifton Blvd., 
Lakewood 7, Ohio 


The charge for the dinner will be $3.50, and this amount includes gratuities. Arrangemer 
will be made to collect this amount at the door. 


(3) Hospitality for Nuns -- Notre Dame College has very graciously offered hos- 
pitality to any of the Sisters who would be coming to Cleveland to attend the APA conven- 
tion and the meeting of the ACPA. Any of the Sisters who would wish to avail themselves 
of this offer are requested to write beforehand, indicating the date of arrival and de- 
parture. They should direct their letters to: 


Sister Mary Inez, S.N.D. 
Dean, NOTRE DAME COLLEGE 
4545 College Road 
Cleveland 21, Ohio 


APA CONVENTION 5 | 
The sixty-first annual convention of the American Psychological Association is 


being held this year in Cleveland from Friday, September fourth, to Wednesday, September 
ninth. It is the policy of the Association to hold its meeting at the same time and pl 
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is the APA convention, in order to offer our members a double reason to justify the 
ime and money involved in travel to attend. We have chosen a date in the middle of 
he convention with the anticipation that this arrangement would prove to be the most 
onvenient for the largest number. Our constituent members will find information on 
‘he APA convention in the May issue of THE AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGIST. In the same place 
shere is an application form for hotel reservations. We urge our constituent members 
© employ this form, and anyone else who would want hotel accomodations for the APA 
sonvention would do best to secure them through the APA housing bureau. Copies of 
his hotel registration application may be obtained from the APA Central Office, 1333 
‘ixteenth St., N.W., Washington 6, D.C. Guests are welcome at the APA convention upon 
jayment of a guest registration fee of $2.50. We would urge those of our members who 
some for our meeting to attend part of the APA convention, as much as interest and 
pportunity will dictate. 


Ae ! 


CATHOLIC CHARITIES PLACEMENT OPPORTUNITY 


. EXTERNSHIP: Requirements include M.A. with course work in clinical psychology, 
sogether with facility in the use of usual clinical tools -- individual intelligence 
esting and projective devices. Supervision would be pointed toward interpretation of 
sychological data in relation to contribution psychologist makes to team work-up. One 
x0 two treatment cases carried in therapy. Clinic staff composed of psychiatrists, psy- 
shiatric social workers, and clinical psychologists. Clinical services rendered to 
thildren -- infants through 18 years. Placement is for twelve months; four weeks vaca- 
ion exclusive of holydays and holidays; arrangements for continued study possible and 
ncouraged; $75 a month for six months, $125 a month for second six months. 


CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGISTS: Senior or junior grade, classification based on training 
ind experience. Salary increases are commensurate. M.A. and one year supervised work 

hh clinical psychology are minimum requirements. Course work in advance of M.A. is en- 
souraged and anticipated. Experience in the use of clinical tools expected -- projective 
levices in particular. Team set-up: Psychiatrist, psychiatric social worker and psy- 
shologist is practiced. 


Address applications for both positions to: Mrs. Marion P. Topping, Chief Psychol- 
gist, Guidance Institute, Catholic Charities, 122 East 22nd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


. NEWS BRIEFS 
| MEETINGS AND INSTITUTES -- The Guild of Catholic Psychiatrists held their fourth 
os meeting in Los Angeles, May 3, k, and 5. Rev. James H. Van der Veldt, O.F.M. 
ssed the Guild at its dinner meeting on the topic: "The Philosophy of Psychiatry." 
he meeting was held jointly with the 109th annual convention of the American Psychiatric 
sociation. Dr. Gregory Zilboorg was invited to speak at an unscheduled session of the 
KPA and chose to speak on the topic: "The Human Significance of the Recent Discourse of 
she Pope” (that of April 13th to the delegates of the fifth International Congress on 
*sychotherapy and Clinical Psychology, at which he had been present). Upon request, Dr. 
tilboorg repeated the substance of these remarks at the Communion breakfast of the Guild 
m May fifth....At the annual meeting of the Canadian Psychological Association, held 
Kingston, Ontario, on May 28-30, the following ACPA members presented papers: Richard 
Rev. Noel Mailloux, O.P., and Arthur J. Tremblay ....The second Institute for 
logical Problems in Pastoral Work, conducted by the University of 
ld this year from August 3 to August 7. Coordinator ox the Institute 
isgerber,S.J., assistant professor at the University of Detroit, and 
rs of the Institute Steff are Rev. Lionel V. Carron, S.J., Vocational Counselor, 
versity of Detroit, and Rev. Joseph G. Keegan, S.J., chairman of the psychology depart- 
» Fordham University. 
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ABOUT INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS -- Alexander W. Morrison, of the Vocational Consulting ~ 
and Testing Division, Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute, has been elected president-elect — 
of the New York Vocational Guidance Association....Sister Anne Cawley, 0.5.B., of Mount | 
St. Scholastica College, Atchison, Kansas, will teach courses in child psychology and ~— 
educational measurements at St. Vincent's College, Shreveport, Louisiana, during the six 
weeks summer session....Rev. Charles I. Doyle, S.J. participated in the Institute in } 
Special Education, jointly sponsored by the Department of Education of the Archdiocese ~ 
of Saint Louis and Saint Louis University. Father Doyle spoke on the subject of Child 
Guidance Procedures and participated in a panel discussion on Parental Guidance. The 
Institute ran from June 11th to June 19th and was held at St. Louis University...... 

Dr. Joseph F. Kubis has recently been advanced to the rank of full professor in the 
department of psychology at Fordham University....Sister Loretta Maria, of the College 
of St. Elizabeth, Convent Station, New Jersey, is currently second vice-president of 

the American Catholic Sociological Society, and a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Morris County Mental Health Association, and chairman of the latter's Education Committee 
Miss Irene Staniszewski, of the psychology department of Loyola University, Chicago, is © 
teaching a course in the The Techniques of Counselling at Marquette University during the 
summer..eeDr. John V. Quaranta and Dr. Fabian L. Rouke, both of Manhattan College, have 
been acting as consultants to the Air Force in the development of a selection procedure 
for determining the eligibility of candidates for advanced training. Dr. Quaranta has 
recently been promoted to assistant professor of psychology, and Dr. Rouke to Adjunct 
Associate in Charge of Guidance and Testing....Brother Roger Philip, F.S.C., chairman 

of the ACPA Committee on Elections, sailed for Europe early in May to spend some time on 
the continent looking over European laboratories of psychology. He will stay at least 
until September, and will visit important psychological centers in Europe....Dr. Frank J. 
Kobler, has recently been promoted to the rank of full professor in Loyola's ebay er 
of Psychology. 


BOOK REVIEW SECTION 


Grensted, L.W. THE PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Pp. vi #181. $3.00 


To the Catholic psychologist who is mindful of the prescription of Canon 1399 par. 
which enjoins Catholics not to read books written by non-Catholics that treat professedlj 
of religion, it is well to say at the outset that Canon Grensted's small volume does not 
fall under this stricture. There is nothing in it that is contrary to the proper under- 
standing of religion. It might even be said that any teacher that has anything to do wit 
the psychology of religion should read and reread the book attentively and carefully. It 
requires careful reading, for, unless the reader keep his philosophy and theology as well 
as his psychology in mind while reading, he will miss much of the wisdom contained in the 
well-written pages. The book is intended as an introduction into a special field of psy- 
chology and, as such, is admirable for its solidity, clarity and. conciseness. It is an 
intelligent guide, in the strictest technical usage of the term. 


The book begins by clarifying the nature and subject matter of the psychology of — 
religion and indicates what is meant by "psychology" and "religion" when the two are | 
brought together in this discipline. Canon Grensted's authority of choice in this field 
is William James but he goes beyond him to show the questions with which psychology is 
competent to deal and with which it is not. Following upon this, the aspects of religion 
which are amenable to psychological discussion are treated succinctly and engagingly. W 
do not agree with everything that is said but the statements are reasoned and reasonable 
The next chapter deals with the historical provenience of the psychology of religion and 
the aspects of psychology that are relevant to the study of religion. In this chapter 
author might have paid more attention to Aristotle's De Anima; he mentions only the Or 
and the Ethics. It is a model, however of compactness and judicious choice. In the 
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three chapters the author treats of religion as it is found in the individual, as it 
develops in the maturing person and as it is exercised in corporate practice. In in- 
dividual religion much is made of conflict as the matrix out of which the conversion 
experience comes. From this as a starting point, an approach is made to all the other 
problems commonly discussed in the psychology of religion. 


. The discussion of psychological conflict and its resolution is measured and 

calm. It suggests to the reviewer, however, that a thoroughgoing criticism of the psy- 
chological dogma of conflict would benefit not only the psychology of religion but the 
psychology of personality as well. ‘So too in the next chapter where the mechanism of 
Suppression is chosen as the basis for the genetic account of religious development. It 
would be interesting to discover how much would be gained (if only in simplicity and com- 
prehensiveness) were the verb: suppress and its noun, replaced by: supersede. The 
chapter on corporate religion is noteworthy for the synthesis it gives of doctrine con- 
cerning the psychology of groups and for the discussién of the ego-ideal as the effica- 
cious element holding the group together. The last chapter deals, with the reality of 
the object of religious devotion. After a survey of the sentiment psychology of McDougall 
and Shand, the fringe consciousness of James, the subconscious of Jung and the supercon- 
scious of Otto, the author concludes that the reality of the God of religious experience 
is not within the province of psychology to decide. The book ends, oddly enough, with 
the sentence: "True worship can be offered to God as Odin or Zeus, Brahma or Jehovah, 

but the truth of that worship is only made plain when the names and the fantasies which 
they represent fall away, and the final formula of faith is "God is Love", as if to illus- 
trate that surface reading is not enough for this book. 


Canon Grensted's little work merits a more extended comment. It is to be hoped 
that the book be noticed critically at some length in some of our learned journals. It 
does its bit well in clearing some of the confusions that exist in that confused and con- 
fusing subject called the psychology of religion. 


Jesuit House of Studies __ | as John A. Gasson, S.J. 
Spring Hill, Ala. : 


Ashby, W. Ross DESIGN FOR A BRAIN New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1952. 
Pp. ix + 259. . $6. : 


_. his closely-reasoned, clearly-written work investigates the possibility of offer- 
ing a mechanistic explanation for purposeful, or adaptive behavior. 


In his introductory chapter, the author clearly sets forth his premises, premises 
which no Vitalist can accept. These include the following: (1) The identification of 
living matter with all other matter (1/10); (2) the unacceptability of a teleological ex- 
planation of behavior (1/10); (3) the strictly determinate nature of living matter and of 
the matter of the environment. Consciousness, although for the author the "most funda- 
mental fact of all" is not employed in this work (1) because learning is possible without 
it, and (2) because of the necessarily objective nature of science. 


Beginning with elementary concepts, the author presents a theoretical analysis of 
hp aad more complex dynamic systems. So far as is possible, these concepts are 
verified by an appeal to existing machines. In considering the ultra-stable system, which 

defined as reacting selectively, we are introduced to the Homeostat (8/8), an appara- 
tus which was constructed by the author to demonstrate that an electrical system could 
et the specifications of his definition of ultra-stability. The Homeostat, owing, it 
should be noted, to the precision of its design and the fewness of its variables, furnishes 
sting examples of "learning" and of "goal-seeking behavior". 
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Despite its complexity, the ultra-stable system does not approximate that of the | 
simplest living organism. Hence the concept of a "multi-stable system", consisting of — 
“many tltra-stable systems joined main-variable to main variable", is introduced. The 
author is at present engaged in the construction of a machine to exemplify this systen. 
The living organism is considered such a system. 


Learning is explained by a principle much like the Law of Effect. In response 
to changed environment, the behavior of an organism is held to vary randomly. The variati 
if advantageous to the organism, is retained, otherwise, other behavior, varying also at 
random, is attempted. The tremendous complexity of the adaptations existing, e.g., in 
the biochemical order, as well as the predominance of adaptive behavioral responses is 
attributed to natural selection operating over ages of time. To extend an illustration 
employed by the author beyond contextual limits, we might say that cats today tend to 
withdraw from an open fireplace partly because those cats which had responded to a fire- 
place with approaching movements have left no descendants. 


A mathematical analysis of the characteristics, of the systems theoretically de- 
cribed in the text, is developed in an appendix. 


Apart from the clarity of presentation, the work is noteworthy for the author's 
moderation. The text proper ends, not in a statement of position, but in a restatement 
of the problem. Whether the complex behavior cf? the human organism can be explained on 
the basis of principles expounded in this work remains for its author an open question a 
question to which, let us hope, his future research will bring a fruitful answer. 


Manhattanville College of the Sacred Heart John G. O'Hara, Ph.D. 
Purchase, New York 


Thurston, Herbert, S.J. THE PHYSICAL’ PHENOMENA OF MYSTICISM. Chicago: Henry Regnery, 1 


The present volume contains a series of studies published by Father Herbert Thursto 
between the years 1919 and 1938 in THE MONTH, THE CATHOLIC MEDICAL GUARDIAN, and STUDIES. 
In addition, there is published in it for the first time, a lecture given to a medical 
audience. The subject matter of these studies are the marvels of physical nature which 
appeared in some individuals of conspicuous holiness, such aslevitations, stigmata, lumin- 
ous radiations, “human salamanders" (i.e. immunity from injury when exposed to burning 
heat), bodily elongation and contraction, "incendium amoris" (i.e. an extraordinarily 
high body temperature), "the odor of sanctity", incorruption, the absence of cadaveric 
rigidity, blood prodigies, the transference of the senses, living without eating, and 
multiplication of food. Finally, there is also included a study on Miss Mollie Fancher, 
of Brooklyn, New York, a Protestant lady, who had several of these phenomena in an eminent 
degree. 


All these problems are treated from the historical point of view. The author tries 
"to sift good evidence from bad; to separate the grain from the chaff" in the marvellous 
stories which we find in the lives of some holy persons (pp. 70, 141, 170, 233). It is 
not his purpose "to propound any theory regarding the origin or supernatural character” 
of the facts mentioned above (p. 70). He leeves this "to the judicious reader himself" 
(p. 70). Gf course, he says, these facts "are not reconcilable with nature's laws as 
commonly understood" (p. 141}. But do they actually surpass them? Are they true miracles 
"In the present state of our knowledge” (p. 30) we do not "yet possess data enough to be P 
able to deal adequately with these problems" (pp. 170, 191, 293}. It is "wise to suspend 
our judgment" (p. 30). This reserve is all the more called for as there exists "a very _ 
close resemblance between the marvels of the Saints and the phenomena of what is loosely 
termed spiritualism" (p. 170). 
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The work of Father Thurston merits eulogies. It will be a great help to theolo- 


ans and psychologists, and this notwithstanding its incompleteness due to scarcity of 
cuments, of which he often complains (pp. 24, 204, etc.). 


More than once Father Thurston has been accused of "hyper-criticism". This 
cusation is certainly unjust. He could have pushed his criticism still further. So, 
r instance, he admitted too hastily some instances of levitation, the "odor of sanc- 
ty", elongation, and so forth. He finds "the most satisfactory example" of levitation 
n the case of St. Theresa" (p. 9). His principal argument is "St. Theresa's own tes- 
mony in the matter" (p.9). "She was perfectly conscious of the physical effect of 
vitation" (p. 11). But what does such testimony mean? Levitations happen in ecstasy, 
better in "rapture", that is, a particularly violent ecstasy. Now ecstasy is always 
companied by "the suspension of the senses"; the ecstatic person sees nothing, feels 
thing, not even a fire applied to his skin, or a needle driven into his body: How 
en can he "feel" that he does not "touch" the ground? Of course, by his organic or 
nesthesic sense! But this sense can easily create illusions in matter of this kind. 
en a question was addressed to St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi in her ecstasy by a by- 
ander, she replied to him at the top of her voice and she was heard saying to herself: 
hey can't hear me down there. It is too far off". This illusion of her remoteness 
om earth is easy for a psychologist to understand. 


Father Thurston.admits several physical phenomena of spiritualism, in particular 
e levitation of "heavy dining room tables" as absolutely authentic (p. 30). My ex- 
rience gathered from different spiritualistic seances does not allow me to share Father 
urston's opinion on this point. No one parapsychological "physical" phenomenon was ever 
oved with certainty. My most important remark, however, in speaking of Father Thurston's 
ok, concerns the title of the book. The phenomena treated in it should not be called 
ystical", at least if we use the terminology of modern Catholic scholars. 


All these remarks, however, are of secondary importance. The work of Father 
urston is of great value to Catholic scholars. It merits the particular attention 
Catholic psychologists. 


rdham University Paul Siwek, S.J. 
Ww York, N. 7S : as 


HISTORY OF PSYCHOLOGY IN AUTOBIOGRAPHY. Worcester, Mass.: Clark University Press, 1952. 
- xii f 356. $7.50 


In 1932 Clark University Press under the editorship of C. Murchison initiated a 
ries of publications, A History of Psychology in Autobiography, which consisted of in- 
liectual autobiographies of prominent psychologists from various countries. Three 
lumes containing 53 autobiographies appeared in this series. Now after fifteen years 
nce the publication of the third volume, a committee appointed by the American Psycholog- 
al Association and composed of E.G. Boring, H. Werner, R.M. Yerkes, and chairman, H.S. 
ngfeld, edited the fourth volume. In it there are autobiographies of eight Americans, 
mely W.V.D. Bingham, E.G. Boring, R.M. Elliott, A. Gesell, C.L. Hull, W.S. Hunter, 
L. Thurstone, E.C. Tolman, and seven Europeans, C. Burt, A. Gemelli, D. Katz, A. Michotte, 
‘Piaget, H. Piéron, and G. Thomson. 


These autobiographies like the previous ones are of great value to a student of 
e history of psychology as first-hand source material. To any psychblogist they are 
teresting and instructive reading for, as they relate the life stories of well-known 
ogists, they allow a better appreciation of their personalities and their contri- 
ions to psychology, thus also giving a better understanding of the growth of psychology 


general. 
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While id the se eehat ie volumes only one Catholic psychologist was included, 
Father Joseph Frobes, S.J., in this volume we find autobiographies of two Catholics, 
of Father Agostino Gemelli, 0.F.M., the rector of the Catholic University of the . 
Sacred Heart in Milan, director of probably the best psychological laboratory in 
Europe, and of Albert Michotte, one of the best experimentalists under whose mentorship 
many contemporary Catholic psychologists were trained. Their autobiographies are both 
interesting and inspiring and should be read by every Catholic psychologist. . 


Fordham University Henryk Misiak 
New York, N.Y. 


BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW AS OF JUNE 15, 1953 


Blum, G.S. PSYCHOANALYTIC THEORIES OF PERSONALITY. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1953. 
Pp. xviii # 219. $3.75. 


Klubertanz, G.P. THE PHILOSOPHY OF HUMAN NATURE. New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 
1953. Pp. xiii f Muh. $3.50. | | 


Nuttin, J. PSYCHOANALYSIS AND PERSONALITY. (Trans. by G. Lamb) New York: Sheed and 
Ward, 1953. Pp. xiv #310. $4.00. 


Recktenwald, L.N. GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING. Washington, D.C.: The Catholic University 
Press, 1953. Pp. xiv /192. $3.25. 


Sherif, M. & Sherif, C. GROUPS IN HARMONY AND TENSION..New York: Harper & Bros., 1953 
Pp. xiii / 316. $3.50. , 
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